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Written by Ali Nasser and Geordie Hrdlicka

As we begin the New Year, we take time to reflect over the past and establish goals for the future. Upon review, we 
may discover that some of our goals are repeats and year after year, we fail to accomplish them. Persevering, we 
carry them over to next year’s resolution list. These goals are usually important but we find they are not urgent nor 
do we have anyone holding us accountable for the final result. In other cases we feel intimidated by complexity and 
postpone the action. The late Stephen Covey wrote that highly successful people made time to work in the “Not 
Urgent but Important” quadrant rather than always operating from the “Urgent but Important” or worse “Urgent but 
Not Important” quadrants of time management.

 Wealth planning can fall into the “Not Urgent but Important” category. It is obviously important; it affects you, your 
loved ones and your overall finances. But without a sense of urgency or deadline, we often procrastinate tackling 
our personal planning. In many case, wealth planning becomes urgent when our situation becomes urgent which 
can reduce the value and thoughtfulness of the planning. For example, you might be a business owner. Hopefully 
you have had a successful year. Planning may become urgent for you when your CPA calls with your final tax bill.  
However, now it is too late to engage in some of the planning that helps reduce that tax burden.  In other cases, you 
delay planning until your health changes for the worse which effectively closes the door on several planning options 
to protect yourself, your income or your loved ones.  

The thought of comprehensive wealth planning can also be daunting because the financial world is complex and 
contains so many “gray” areas. However, you can delegate much of that complexity by working with an expert that 
has a process to manage the process in line with your goals. 

It is easy to get caught up worrying about all the details involved. The good news is that it only takes a phone call 
to your trusted advisor.  Let them guide you and hold you accountable to ensure you execute your wealth planning 
goals. Whether it is your retirement plan, business succession strategy or grandchild’s college fund, it starts with 
the first step of reaching out to a trusted source. Acting while it’s important but not urgent can ensure better 
success and chances are, you will check off one more goal come year-end. 
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